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D
espite major advances in neuroscience, recovery of consciousness after brain injury remains
poorly understood. How does recovery happen and what can doctors do to help patients
escape their imprisoned minds? At the origin of this challenge is the surprising degree of
uncertainty of brain function that may be present when confronted with unresponsive

patients. Dr. Nicholas Schiff will review studies that have expanded the understanding of the potential
for late recovery of cognitive function and provide insight into possible biological mechanisms that may
lead to the “circuit-level” recovery of consciousness. His talk will include examples of novel neuroimag-
ing and the results of a central thalamic stimulation on a severly brain-injured patient.

Nicholas Schiff is a physician-scientist with expertise in neurological disorders of consciousness.
In  2008, he was named to TIME Magazine’s “TIME 100” of the world’s most influential people for opening
a new frontier in deep brain stimulation when he and his team helped to “awaken” a brain-damaged man
who had been in a minimally conscious state for six years. 

The Swartz Foundation sponsors the Mind/Brain Lecture Series along with the Department of
Neurobiology and Behavior and Stony Brook Univer sity. To learn more, visit www.theswartzfoundation.org 

Stony Brook University/SUNY is an affirmative action, equal opportunity educator and employer. 
Call (631) 632-2787 for a disability-related accommodation. 09120534
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For more details and to watch a video preview about this lecture, please visit
www.stonybrook.edu/sb/mind
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